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senseless.  So ended this unusual personage, who remains
a perpetual enigma in the history of dictatorships.

He was succeeded, first by his nephew, Antonio Lopez,
and then by the latter's son, Solano Lopez, who endeav-
oured to break away from Francia's policy and opened up
relations between Paraguay and other American and
European countries. Unluckily, later on, an outbreak
of war destroyed the power of this strange dynasty and
involved the country in a disaster from which it took
a long time to recover.
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